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SIR, 


Preſame you have not forgot a late Diſcourſe, 
wherein you and ] were eng: ed in the Detence 
of Miracles, againſt the ObjeRions of ſome 
Perſons then preſent, who pretended they cou'd 
not conceive either the Poftbility, or. the Alan- 
> ner of them, 
/- Theſe ObjeRtions, we looked upon as weak in them- 
ſelves, and Weweng to'imply, That either the Divine 
Omnipotence cou'd do nothing, but what their Facul- 
ties were capable to comprehend ;, or, that there was a 
neceſſity, that, to convince Unbelievers, to confirm 
jome Important Truth, or to bring about ſome other 
great or weighty Erd, it were requiſite that God ſhou'd 
not only do a /firacle, but allo ſhew them the Way and 
Manner how it was performed. We freely owned, That 
ſach Operations as are looked upon as MMiracies, thoſe 
eſpecially recorded in Scripture, cannot be performed 
by the Stated Laws of Nature, but immediately by a 
Snpream Being, for ſome great Deſign. 

This Anſwer, "as being undeniably true, they cou'd 
not but admit z. and tho? where the Relaters were of an 
Undoubted Credit and Veracity, they cou'd not but be- 
lieve thoſe Performances were Miraculous and Superra- 
tural; yet, for their clearer fatisfation, they dclired 
our turrher Thoughts concerning the Manner of ſuch 
Supernatural Effects. 

his being above my Sphere, which reaches no fur- 
ther then Phyſick,or Nature in its ordinary Operations z 
rherein; however, I find matrer more than ſufficient to 
employ all my Time and Thoughts, and wherein | plain- 
ly lee the Exiſtence, and can never ſufficiently admire 
« & conſtant Providence of a Deity ; yet being willing 
to comply with. their Delires, 1 promiſed I wovu'd give 
them what ſatisfaQion 1 cou'd therein, 

This, indeed, was not the firlt time the very ſame 
Difficuities had been propoſed in my hearing ; for | had 
formerly diſcouried with,others, both in this and other 
Co:mntries, upon the ſame Subject ; and had ſome Years 
2-0 Crawn up a rude Scheine of an Efſay rowards the 
clearing of this Point. Bur if rhis, or the like occattori, 


had not put me npon reviewing this Paper, I might have 
never given my ſelf, or any Body el{e,' the Trouble of 
Reading it. t having . thus, unwarily, engaged my: 

ſelf, I refolved to reviſe this Deſign, and to give thote 

Perſons a fight of it. This 1 did accordingly, and at- 

| oh ſhewed it to your elf, and to ſome other 
riends. 

They owned the Notions 1 advanced, and the Ways 
of Explication I PR were new to them, and 
might be fo to others; and tho' they were not, nor 
cou'd be convinced, that theſe were the very Ways of 
the Divine Proceeclings, in the ceRing of {uch Opera: 
tions, yet they ſeemed ——_ to imagine, that upon 
theſe Principles, Miracles, and the Operations of thern, 
were conceivable by ſuch as know any thing of the Na- 
tureand I aws of Motion. | 

This Communication of my Thoughts, gave occaſion 
r0 others to diſcourſe with me-about them,. and to defire 
that if | did intend topubliſhthem, I wou'd in the mean 
_ give them, at leaſt, the general Heads of my De- 

gn. | WO. 

This 1 was willing to have been excuſed in, as having 
not digeſted them i0to that order | might at laſt publij1 
themin; and was willing to reſerve to my ſelf a Power 
of making what Additions or Retrenchments | ſhou'd 
afterwards think fit to make ; but the Plan of the Eſſay 
happening not to be fully repreſented, and afterwards 
being worſe underſtocd and commented upon; I at laſt 
reſolved to draw up the following Account of the Par- 
ticolars I therein conſider, 

| endeavour, Sir, to make it no longer - a Diffi- 
cury, to conceive, and make evident by Reaſon; and 
the Principles of Phyſick, 1 mean the Principles of Na- 
ture, all the Miracles related in Scripture, concerning 
Boches, particularly the Human : 1 mean, fuppoſing thole- 
Nuracles, to be true Matters of Fatt; ard all Matters of 
FaQ, as well Natural, as Supernatural, to be immedi- 
ate Effects of a Supream Being, which muſt begranted ; 
1T is as caſie to conceive the Manner. how this neck? 
Power may be apply'd to Bodies, to work Miracles, as 


to + 


\ 
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to produce the common Phcenomena of Nature. By this 
1 hope to convince our Scepticks in Religion, the Deifts, 
who-muſt-give- their Afſent, when-they-have the fame 
evident Reaſon to conceive the Poſfibility, and conſe- 
quently ww» kel'eve the Truth of ſuch Miracles, that are 
anthenticatlv deliver'd to us, as they have t2 conceive 
that Straw can burn in a Gaming Fire. 

The Feurdation I go upon, is the StruGtare of rhe 
Haman Budy, which i have often taken tg pieces, ty 
Anatomy, al ved into #5 Effentia! Elemenfgor Ni:- 


nnte Particles k ney ; Fax 1 br. t as gecellary 
its Fabmick,o {1c an Adbaunt of 


ro be acquain nt 
|; have been in Su- 


the Miracolous States it is ſuppoſed | in bu 
pernzturally, as it is to explain the Ifatural Effects coul- 
monly provuc'd in it : For want of & fathcient Intght in 
this Matter, ſeveral Divines of the Igtier \ges, have gi- 
ven verygroſs k&cas of thc Miracles he? jave pretencs, 

oy expiato ; and 4n ſeveral Places pyhere | have been, 
? 2W 


cm, gther through Ignorarte, or for interelF; 
give cut for Miracles, Phonomeng, that were only 
wirprizing Fes of Natural Cauſes: v. hich has giveii 
{y great an Occation to Scepriciſmw, and increaic ot 
De;jm. EH 

Eavinsz laid down far my Baſis, the Strpfture of the, 
Pagan IyYs 65 fa 
Anatoit, Fire, Wcroſcopes, and Experiments; I pro- 
ceed to examine, and endeavour to Eplajz the Giferent 
ways its Natural State is {uppos'd to have deen Superna- 
turail alter'd :v an infinite Power : For. ning that we 
Humn Body is all My: ter, and thay all this Matter is 
nothing tt "ar Union of Particles, jwith Fulk, Figure, 
- and reipective ocitaation, I thought Jhat vil the alterat;- 
- oathat cou'd Sup<:naturally happen/to this Bulk, Figure, 
or Scituation, would be conceiv <&, But before | enter 
upon thote nice_cubjecty4 1 find it (it hegefary: 10 £07 
quire 120 - the Carre, Artie, ard ] ms of Maxtion ;, 


becauſe Ntion is the only true Caule of 211 Natural - 


Exc2s , ard the Suſpenſions of the Iaws of this Motion, 
arc the only Cauſes of all Supernatural Eftects, or Nura- 
cles. I conceive the Laws of Motion Cap: be fulpenced 
three different ways, and by one or rifore-of rhoje 1 aws 
of Sifpenſion, it is as ealie to ſolve clearly all Miracles 
as it 15 to explain the moſt evident: Effects of Nataral 
Cauſes, by the common Laws of Merion. 

- Though I mention, That all Mirzcles whatſoever 
can be eaſily reduc'd to ſome of the three Laws of 
Suſpenſion of Motion, notwithſtanding Ido not celign, 


to jpeak of all jorts cf Miracles, Þn&-2t Juch only-as-ar..” 


mojt in diſpare airong the Learned : Yet any unCerſtand- 
ing Man may.ealily make his Application, ard reiolve all 
other Supernatura! FEffe&s into ohe or other of '<m, 
The Heads of my Diſcourſe, I think fi to Iav down here 
in the iame Order I defign to treat cf 'em, (viz.) 


I. Of the Nature of a Pody, particularly an Organi- 
cal one, where the Strufture and Natura! State of the [1u- 
man Bedy i expla:n'd. 

il. How many ways the Natural State of the Eluman 
Bay, us ſaid to have been Sypernatirally a'ter'd. 

It. Of the Laws of Motion,ana of the three different S:- 
lpenſicns of the ſane, in order to extlain all Miracles. 

JV. How it can be conce;ved, that Water can be chan- 
red into Wine. 

V. How it can beconceiv'd, that a Human Body can 
he Inurnerable, Immortal, and can {ive for ever without 
feat, ©5 afger the Reſurrettio 7. 

VI. Z/ow a Human Lody can be conceived to be in a Fire 
TH261t GUT, 

Vil. How we can conceive that an rms ca12 piſs through 
te Sea witout Drowning, or waik upon the Vater with- 
out Sinking. 

Vill. How it can be cencerved, that a Man can have 
a Bloody Sneat. 

iX, Of the Different Ways a Hunan Body can come 
7210 the ioria,, were is grven an Account of its Genera- 
ticn by Cencourie of Man and IVornan. 

K. How we can conceive a Hunan Body can be form'd 
6” 1(Weman without a Atan, as hriit's. 


SOOT ONE IT 1 TE IR IY 
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"XI. How to conceive a Hunan Body to be made mirbout 


FC tax as | pd dilcyr {gin niy Sentes, ' 
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Man or Woman, as Adam's. 


XH. #owro concerve a FHinman 
fince, to le brought to Lrfe-again, as 1 the Rej yr ettion. 

XII}. How many ways it cannot be conceiva that a Hu- 
man Boly can be Intire and Alive in two Places at the 


fame time. 


Body Dead, ſome Ages 


Becauſe,my Ce e is to explzza all the Su- 
petna@ral States rhag fur Body is ſuppoſed to have 
been agt into, and Ninge its being in two Places at 
once, #. the State t ©1ſputed -anddoubted of ; I 


thought it convenient ro examine the Reaſons of thoſe 


that afſert it capab!e of being in ieveral Places at once, 


to lee whether thy are reconcileable with our Senſ 
and with the Nazore and Structure-of.@ Human Body, 
which is thg « lzicf Thing, rg be confider®d. , 1. find'it im- 
WY {i cive, that a Body gan be in two 
laces at the ſine rime, afref the manner they have hi- 
therto defer; 'd ; lince the ſame Human Fody can 1+. er 
be in two Places .t 0:04. with the ſame Bulk, and with the 
Jane Quanity of Matter : Tho" un may be plainly con- 
ceivel!, that y a Supream Power, and ina part:cuiar 
manncr, my Body, - without gthe Spir.t, an ve imure, 
and. Alve; withihe ſame Shure, and wuh the iame 
1ember of Organical Parts, tho? not with their ujual 
Dimenſens, 18 \everalPlaces at the {ame time. Yer lince 
ve have no evident Proof, or Experience, that any Hu- 
man Body has ever beea thus multiplied z, and becauſe 
from concerving the Poſſibility of it, it is thought, Peo- 
ple-may perhaps hereafter take occaſion to draw feve- 
rai Coniequences, that may be liabie to dangerous Con- 
ftract.ons, and lead intu Erroneous Speculations, I am 
adviſed, and am willing ro decline treating of thisSub- 
ject ; having no mund to meddle with Scryraxe, or Rel:- 
gicn, bewg not my Province, Wheretore [ will-en- 
deavour only to explain thoſe Miracles thar moſt Peo- 
ple agree upon, ſubmitting my Judgment to greater 
Capacities. For ] haveno other defing in this Book, but 
to enquire how far we may look into, . and confirm Sy- 
pernatural Effetts, relating to 3odies, by the Pring 
of Phyſick. Yet { do not think my other Occupagons 
will permit me to get this {mall Treatiſe reacy tor jthe 
Preſs, io von as common Diſcourſe, and this notice qf it, 
mighr otherwiſe ſeem to intimate. | 

1 eou'd not, $77, reſolve you the laſt time we were 

together, what you asked me about the Anatomy : but! 
having thought of it {ince, I defigt not” to ihake an 
more Demor/lrations and 1/1ſconrſes of Anatomy, but 
tend, this Winter, to try a great many C:yamca!, and 
Anatomica! Experiments, to co firm the Naw W-/ 
cont 1 have had the Oceaſion to give of the Strufture, 
Funitions, end Operations of ihe Human Body, in this 
City, ard in both the Univerſities : Becauſe I have a 
mind to Jay a Foundation of Experiments (fince Expe- 
rents are the only Foundation we can ſurely build up- 
on in Phyſick) tor my Occonomia Animalis, which I hope 
to be able to publiſh in tew Years, 

As for what vie were talking at out the Account of Po- 
land, 1 have put into fome oxder, the Memoirs I have 
brought with me out of that Kingdom, and I delign to 
publith ſoon an H.fterical Account of the Ancient and Pre- 
Jent State of Poland ; with an Abridgment of the Lives 
and of the moſt remarkable Aions of the Kings of that 
Country, from the Beginning of the Monarchy, to this 
preſent Election, 1 will inſert in it ſomething relating 
tothe Dutchy of C'arland; for 1 do not find that there 
is any tolerable Account of them hitherto publiſhed in 
our Tongue. - Bur before 1 expoſe any thing to: the Pub- 
Uck Cenjure of the World, I ſhall firſt detire your Opj- 
701 , knowirg that your good Fudgment can ealily cor- 
re the Overliyiits of 


Your Faithful Friend, 


MVSEVM ind Servant, 
BARTITAN 
B. C. 


Lonaon, Bow ſtreet 


Oftoh. 22. 1696. 
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